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On March 19, 2020, Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice Maureen O’Connor announced in 

a press conference with Ohio Governor Mike DeWine that the Supreme Court would be 

releasing funds totaling $4 million to local courts throughout Ohio on an emergency basis 

focused on the purchase of equipment necessary to quickly facilitate remote access for local 

Ohio courts. This special one-time funding opportunity, which runs through April 30, 2020, is 

due to the emergency need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The Supreme Court indicated 

that priority would be given to video conferencing equipment requests. 

 

Conneaut Municipal Court generally has jurisdiction over inmates who are housed in 

either the Conneaut City Jail (Conneaut) or the Ashtabula County Jail (Jefferson).  After taking 

office as Conneaut Municipal Court Judge on January 1, 2020, I discovered that very old and 

antiquated equipment was being used to conduct video arraignments and other hearings of those 

inmates held in the Conneaut City Jail.  The system was made up of at least five separate pieces 

of equipment in the courtroom.  An old DVD player was being used to record the hearings. After 

conducting a few video hearings utilizing this equipment, I lost all confidence with the 

completeness and accuracy of this recording system.  I began investigating the use of a different 

type of video hearing and recording system to be used not only for the Conneaut City Jail but 

also for the Ashtabula County Jail, which is located 25 miles from the Court. 

After consulting with other local judges and the jail administrator at the county jail, I 

decided to re-employ an older laptop computer that was not being used by the Court in order to 

have installed a video meeting system known as whereby.com to conduct video hearings.  With 

the use of one piece of equipment, the laptop computer - which has a built-in camera and 

microphone, our Court was able to conduct its first video hearings with inmates at the Ashtabula 

County Jail on March 19, 2020, in the midst of the coronavirus public health crisis. At the same 

time, I discarded all of the old equipment previously used for all video hearings between the 

Court and the Conneaut City Jail. 

Currently, there is no video conferencing capability between the Court and the Conneaut 

City Jail.  When learning of the emergency grant opportunity offered by the Ohio Supreme 

Court, I immediately conducted research and developed information necessary to apply for a 

grant with the Ohio Supreme Court.   
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On March 26, 2020, I submitted a grant application with the Ohio Supreme Court for the 

purchase and installation of two laptop computers for use between the Court and the Conneaut 

City Jail.  One will be located and utilized by the Conneaut City Jail, and the other will be used 

by the Court and will serve as a substantial upgrade to the current older laptop now in use by the 

Court.  I indicated in the application that we envisioned using the new laptop in our courtroom to 

expand remote hearing opportunities beyond those persons who are simply incarcerated, such as 

permitting testimony at court hearings of witnesses whose travel to Conneaut would be onerous 

and present a serious inconvenience and unnecessary cost. 

One day later, on March 27, 2020, the Ohio Supreme Court announced that it was 

awarding Conneaut Municipal Court 100% of its emergency grant request in the amount of 

$5,675.08.  I have personally never been a part of a grant program where the recipient received 

notice of the award of 100% of the grant request one day after the request was made. 

I am extremely pleased to announce that Conneaut Municipal Court was one of the first 

grant recipients of the Ohio Supreme Court’s 2020 Remote Technology Grant, and am very 

appreciative of the Ohio Supreme Court’s assistance in improving the technology utilized by 

Conneaut Municipal Court. I envision having the video conferencing equipment and system in 

place in the very near future. 

Thank you. 

 

      Very truly yours, 

 

      Nicholas A. Iarocci 
 

       Nicholas A. Iarocci, Judge 

       Conneaut Municipal Court 

 


